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BOARD OF HEALTH

March 4, 2021
Board chairperson, Judi Nigbor called the Board of Health meeting to order at 9:02 A.M.  The following members were present through WEBEX:  Judi Nigbor, Glenn Kemnitz Jr., Kathy Jo Locke, Suzanne McCartney, Jon Sheller, Dr. William Franks and Lola Burmeister.  Also present were Jayme Sopha, Health Officer/Director, Dan Buchholz, Director MIS Director, and Melissa Minnema through WEBEX.
Members Absent: Mike Raddatz
The agenda was unanimously approved as posted. 
The minutes of the December 3, 2020 Board of Health were unanimously approved. 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

COUNTY CONCERNS – A written report for the month of October and November was presented by Jayme Sopha for Jessica Jungenberg, Environmental Specialist.  The month of January included the following contacts:  5 contact-rabies program, 2 quarantine orders and 1 released from quarantine through the rabies program, 10 radon test kits purchased, 5 housing contacts, regarding various complaints and abatements, 14 Abandoned Buildings contacts, one regarding the old elementary school in Endeavor.  The month of February included 6 contact-rabies program, 2 quarantine orders and 3 releases from quarantine through the rabies program, 9 housing contacts with various complaints and abatements.
AGENT STATUS PROGRAM UPDATE – The month of January included issuing a 30-day conditional license for a facility in Oxford.  There was 1 Marquette County pre-inspection.  Jessica also attended 2 DATCP trainings and 1 Health Department training.  The month of February included one conditional license revocation for facility in Oxford. Facility will need a re-inspection.  There were 2 Marquette County inspections. Jessica also attended a virtual town meeting and a webinar.  She also helped with scheduling and assisted at vaccine clinics, completed school 2nd inspections for 2020-2021 year and started to complete some annual inspections.
NEW BUSINESS
COVID-19 RESPONSE OVERVIEW: Jayme shared a graph with the current total of Covid cases in Marquette County. We have seen a decline is positive cases, so we have been able to resume contact tracing.  There are many reasons why numbers have decreased including people choosing to not get tested, testing sites are smaller and safety protocols being followed. The last few weeks hospitalization and death rates have also decreased slightly.  It is recommended to continue with the safety protocols even though numbers are decreasing.  Studies show universal mask wearing to be effective.  Judi commented that the Health Department has done a fantastic job with everything.  The Board of Health will continue to follow safety protocols and meet virtually.
OLD BUSINESS
VACCINATION ROLLOUT:   Jayme explained how the amount of vaccine we are allocated is decided by the state.  We are currently doing Covid-19 vaccine clinics on a weekly basic and they are drive through clinics at the Oxford Fire Station. Our clinics have gone very smoothly, and we have received positive feedback from those who have attended the clinics. We plan on transitioning to having the clinics at the Health Department.  We have been receiving Pfizer vaccine which is a two-dose vaccine. We have not had to waste any doses of the vaccine, we have been able to find people to vaccinate.   March 1st more groups became eligible to receive the vaccine including educators, agriculture, and food production. Brakebush, Moundview Gunderson and Bentley’s Pharmacy in Montello have all been assisting with getting people vaccinated.   Jayme thanked the EMS, Fire Stations, Humans Services and Zoning for all the assistance they have given us to operate the clinics.  She also thanked the Libraries for assisting people with the forms. Jayme shared with the Board the State Website for Covid-19 Response.  Jayme explained some areas of the State have a larger percentage of people vaccinated but they have hospitals, more vaccinators and may have received more allocations.  
PUBLIC HEALTH STAFFING UPDATE – Our department is able to operate with the staff we currently have on board.  We should be able to staff our clinics ourselves once we start doing them at the health department.  Our hope is to start providing our regular programs and services as time allows.  Our current LTE staff is contracted through the end of this year and they will assist on getting programs back up and running.
BUDGET

BUDGET REPORT FROM ADMINISTRATION – No report.
AUDIT REVIEW / APPROVE DEPARTMENT BILLS – A voucher of expenses for the month of February 2021 was provided for the Board of Health members to review.  
Motion by Jon Sheller, seconded by Glenn Kemnitz to approve the bills for the month of February 28, 2021, Motion carried. 
UPCOMING EVENTS / ISSUES (FOR DISCUSSION ONLY) 
Jayme informed the Board that the State is planning on supplying additional grants to assistance with the Coivd-19 response and we are waiting on those grants to be finalized.
She also stated that starting March 31, 2021 the Health and Human Services Building will be open Wednesday and Thursday.  We will reevaluate after a month.  Lola informed the Board that Building Blocks Daycare is open in Oxford.  They are working on having an after school and summer program.  
ADJOURN

Meeting adjourned by chairperson, Judi Nigbor at 10:05 AM
Next Board of Health Meeting:

April 1, 2021, @ 9:00 AM
Minutes submitted by 
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