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Marquette County Clerk's Office 
Room 107 – Marquette County Courthouse 
Montello, WI 53949 

608-297-3016 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY- Please call 608-297-3016 to schedule an appointment.  

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (Closed Weekends and Holidays) 

License Fee: $85.00 

Waiver Fee: $25.00 - The three-day waiting period may be waived for good cause (i.e. out-of-
state applicants, military, serious illness) by the County Clerk for an additional $25.00. The 
applicants will be required to fill out an application stating the reason for the waiver. Once the 
waiver is approved by the County Clerk, the license can be issued immediately following 
application. 

Where to Apply? Parties may apply in any Wisconsin county. The license may be used in any 
county in the State of Wisconsin. If one party is a non-resident of the state, the nonresident’s part 
of the application may be completed and sworn to or affirmed before the person authorized to 
accept marriage license applications in the county and state where the nonresident resides. 

When do we apply? The license is valid for 60 days, after the 3-day waiting period. The waiting 
period may be waived in certain circumstances or by approval of the County Clerk. You MUST 

have a marriage date when you apply. 

What do we need to bring? 

Each applicant for a marriage license shall present satisfactory, documentary proof of 
identification and residence per state statute. 

 

• Record of Birth - Must have a certified birth record. Hospital certificate of birth is not 
acceptable. Photocopies of birth certificates are also unacceptable. The County Clerk 
must consider the following documents in lieu of a birth record: a passport, or a state 
issued driver’s license or ID that complies with the federal REAL ID Act of 2005, a 
permanent resident card, or naturalization papers. 

• Driver’s License of State ID Card with current address. (If your address is not current on 
your ID, please bring other proof of residence). 

• Social Security Number if one has been issued. (Do not have to have the actual card) 
• A copy of the divorce judgment, annulment paper, or a death certificate must be 

presented for the last previous marriage, if applicable. 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/765


 

How do I change my name? Once your license is filed with the Register of Deeds in any 
county within the state within 3 days of the ceremony, you will need to apply and purchase a 
certified copy of your marriage certificate. You can apply and purchase for a certified copy of 
your marriage certificate in any county in Wisconsin. Once you receive your certified copy, take 
that along with your birth certificate and driver's license to the Social Security Office to change 
your last name. *Keep in mind, just by purchasing a marriage license, it will not 

automatically get you a certified copy of the marriage certificate. A marriage certificate, 

which will be needed to be able to change a name at the Social Security Office, must be 

purchased separately through the Register of Deeds Office. The last name will not be 

changed until it is changed with the Social Security Office. 

Minimum Age to Marry 

The legal age to marry in the State of Wisconsin is 18 years of age. 

Individuals who are 16 or 17 years of age will need BOTH parents' consent or guardian's consent 
is required. 

Witnesses to the Marriage 

Both witnesses must be 18 years of age or over. 

Persons Who May Not Marry 

Blood relatives - nearer of kin than second cousins, except when the female is 55 years or older, 
or where either party, at the time of application for a marriage license, submits an affidavit 
signed by a physician stating either party is permanent. 

 
Any person who has not been legally divorced in this state or any other state for a period of six 
(6) months. 

 
A marriage may not be contracted if either party has such want of understanding as renders 
him/her incapable of assenting to marriage (Section 765.03(1), Wis. Stats.) 

 
 
 

 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services Marriage License Information: 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01060.pdf 

CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/pregnancy/during.html 

• Name and contact information (address and phone number) of your officiant. 
• Payment of the fee must be made at the time of the application. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01060.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/pregnancy/during.html
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